[Characteristics of chronic viral hepatitis B in children of various ages].
A long-term follow-up of children with high degree activity chronic viral hepatitis B (CVH B) permitted establishing certain age-associated differences in the time-related course of the pathological process. In children aged 1 year, in spite of a continuing increase in the size of the liver, the degree of certain clinical manifestations of the disease tends to be lower as days pass by, the rate being not high. Enlargement of the liver sizes, going on and on, and an appreciable degree of meteorism are regarded as a cause of a considerable increase in the belly's mass. Rare development of hemorrhagic phenomena is worthy of mention. In children 1 year old and in those less than three years of age, in spite of instability of a number of clinical manifestations, CVH B runs more often than not progredient course and is associated with a relatively favourable prognosis. There is an age-related increase in the frequency of the wave-like course of the disease, which fact is probably a cause of acceleration of both time of formation of hepatic cirrhosis and recovery from the illness. The above features of CVH B course in different age groups of children are to be taken account of in deciding between treatment alternatives.